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BILL OF LADING – Also B/L. A list of goods shipped also a receipt for same.  Important:  When all material is packed at end of show, a copy of the B/L (including name of carrier) must be given to the Freight Desk.  Note that the exhibitor must make his or her own arrangements with the carrier of his choice.

COMMON CARRIER – Crated exhibit materials transportation company.

CWT – “Hundred Weight” – A unit of measurement representing 100 lbs. The standard unit of measurement upon which material handling costs are calculated.

MATERIAL HANDLING – Hauling goods based on weight.  In trade show usage: moving exhibit materials within the confines of the exhibit hall, or at the general contractor’s warehouse.

MATERIAL HANDLING CHARGE – The dollar cost based on weight.  Material Handling is calculated by 100-pound units, or hundred weight, abbreviated cwt.  There is usually a minimum charge.  (For price and other details, refer to the material handling rate sheet).

EMPTY CRATE – Reusable packing container in which exhibit materials are shipped.  When properly marked with “EMPTY CRATE” labels, complete with booth number and company name, empty crates are removed, stored and returned at no charge. 

EMPTY CRATE LABELS – Special stickers supplied by the general contractor (you get them from the service desk).  Special crews patrol the exhibit hall picking up empties during setup and return them during breakdown.  (That’s why the correct booth number is important.)

HAND CARRIABLE – Items that one person can carry unaided (meaning no hand trucks or dollies).

MARSHALLING - The staging of trucks waiting a turn to load or unload.

PADDED VAN – Similar to a household goods moving van.  Operators specialize in moving fragile goods carefully suspended and blanket wrapped if necessary.

POV – A privately owned vehicle, such as a passenger car, van or small company vehicle, as distinguished from trucks, tractor-trailers, and other-over-the-road vehicles.  A POV left unattended will almost certainly be towed away.  If you must unload a POV, use the POV line.  (See below). (Please note: All materials must be hand carried.)

POV LINE – Special loading dock reserved for POVs where material is unloaded at prevailing material handling rates. To get on POV line, driver reports first to marshalling area.

VAN SHIPMENT – Van line shipment of exhibit materials, often large pieces, crated or uncrated, such as furniture, machinery, or exhibit materials.  Uncrated pieces are wrapped in padding for protection.
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